The Ru II atom in the title compound, [RuCl 2 (C 12 H 18 )-(C 9 H 12 ClN 3 O)]ÁCHCl 3 , exhibits a typical piano-stool coordination, defined by a hexamethylbenzene ligand, two chloride ligands and a pyridylurea ligand coordinated through the pyridine N atom. In the crystal, a dimeric structure is observed due to two strong N-HÁ Á ÁCl interactions between the NH groups of urea and the two chloride ligands of neighbouring molecules. In addition, the C O group of the urea moiety interacts with the solvent molecule through weak C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions.
Related literature
For the synthesis of 1-(chloroethyl)-3-(pyridin-4-ylmethyl)-urea, see: Nakao et al. (1974) 
Experimental
Crystal data [RuCl 2 (C 12 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Süss-Fink, 2010) , is often performed by coordination of functionalized ligands. Therefore, it is not surprising that pyridyl-functionalized ligands have been coupled to arene ruthenium(II) units to generate multi-functional metallo-drugs (Therrien & Smith, 2011) . In this respect, the pyridyl-functionalized ligand 1-(chloroethyl)-3-(pyridin-4-ylmethyl)urea, an antileukemic agent (Nakao et al., 1974) , has been coordinated to (η 
Crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction analysis were obtained, after days, by slow diffusion of diethyl ether into a chloroform solution of the title complex.
Refinement
All H atoms were included in calculated positions (C-H = 0.93 Å for C arom , 0.98 for Å CH, 0.97 Å for CH 2 , 0.96 Å for CH 3 ;
N-H = 0.86 Å for NH 2 ) and treated as riding atoms with the constraint U iso (H) = 1.2 (1.5 for methyl) U eq (carrier) applied.
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Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (η 6 -C 12 H 18 )RuCl 2 (C 9 H 12 N 3 OCl-κN), CHCl 3 being omitted for clarity. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. 
